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from the extraordinary pain of my head which torments
me, I will establish in my house at Richelieu a mass,
which shall be celebrated every Sunday in the year, and
I will give the chaplain an annual revenue of thirty-six
livres for these masses, which are to be celebrated as
thanksgivings."

It has been observed that in this vow we can recog-
nise something of the imperious minister of the
future: Richelieu wished to be cured and he wished
to be cured in eight days; he dictated terms even
to the Almighty. If born in barbarism, he would
have been one of those savages who demand an ad-
vantage from the idol, and if they do not receive it
forthwith break to pieces the useless deity. Appar-
ently the headache was not satisfactorily cured, for
there is no record of the establishment of the masses.
Richelieu was exact in his bargains with God and
man.

If he was often credulous, there were times
when his good sense saved him from vulgar error.
Anne of Austria was childless, and for many years
devotees insisted that application should be made
to one Isidore of Spain, a saint who had worked
notable miracles in such cases, that he might exert
himself in the Queen's behalf. But the Cardinal
expressed doubts as to the success of the holy man's
efforts. Possibly he did not wish that the position
of the Queen, his enemy, should be strengthened
by her becoming mother of an heir to the throne.
At all events, the birth of the future Louis XIV.,
in 1638, removed the necessity for invoking the aid
of the saint.
of the blessed Saint John to deliver me within eight days and at ten times the speed.Theob*
